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Click here for student registration form!    Vendors: Click here to register 
Trouble viewing the links?  Please copy and paste the following in your web browser. 

Student Registration Form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1B8DfyxVZ7VsIVnjaX0rpGURnCBsDxeQU54yi7a1zEMI/viewform 

Vendor Registration Form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1i3RDn6UQX2G7xlyLMYVR_Q-57T71yZKA2pOauwy9MfU/viewform 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1B8DfyxVZ7VsIVnjaX0rpGURnCBsDxeQU54yi7a1zEMI/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1i3RDn6UQX2G7xlyLMYVR_Q-57T71yZKA2pOauwy9MfU/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1B8DfyxVZ7VsIVnjaX0rpGURnCBsDxeQU54yi7a1zEMI/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1i3RDn6UQX2G7xlyLMYVR_Q-57T71yZKA2pOauwy9MfU/viewform
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ABCs of Firefighter for the FNG  

   Instructors:  Mike Kucaba, Training Officer, Northwest Homer Fire Protection District 

  Collin O'Connell, Springfield Fire Department 

  Chris Wozniak, Lieutenant and Training Officer, Central Stickney Fire District 

This class delivers Hands on Live Fire Training in several different scenarios based on the students experience level. 

Rotations will include basic SCBA, Hose Handling & Advancement, Ground Ladders and Search & Rescue. Instructors 

from several departments will bring different ideas and solutions for each evolution so the firefighter can sharpen 

and/or learn new skills. This will be an Intensive Hands on class. 

Full PPE and SCBA with spare bottle needed.  

16 Life Safety Initiatives 

   Instructor: Paul Enhelder, Chicago Fire Department (retired)  

This 8 hour class will explore the latest information to enhance the first 6 LSI, the ones that you as a Firefighter have 

control over, to help you do your job Safer. In all we will explore the LSI's #1 through #6 and #13. You will take away 

from this class, a better understanding of why a change is needed, armed with a better knowledge of Building 

Construction, Driver Safety, Situation Awareness, and Mental Health Issues for today's Firefighter.  Along with tools for 

your "Tool Box". 

 

The Coordinated Fire Ground 

   Instructor: Joe Solcani, Engineer, Chicago Fire Department 

  Jason Greer, Bloomington Fire Department 

After completing this class, participants will be more aware of the functions necessary to accomplish fire suppression 

and rescue, including Engine and Truck Company Operations, on every fire ground, no matter if you are on a $750,000 

ladder truck or the FF association ’69 Ford Pick Up.  We will discuss scene size up, choosing the 1st in line, and the jobs of 

the other on scene companies.  Student will perform several live fire and hands on evolutions to form a better 

understanding of these functions through practice. 

Full PPE and SCBA needed. 

 

Force, Search, and Vent  

   Instructor: Mike Bloom, Greater Round Lake Fire Protection District 

There are 3 major functions of the first in truck on the fire ground.  They are forcible entry, search, and ventilation.  This 

class will provide the students with hands on drills for all 3.  Student will perform multiple evolutions with forcible entry, 

search, and ventilation.  While the day progresses we will put all 3 of these tasks together in simulated scenarios. 

Full PPE and SCBA needed. 

 

Cool Under Pressure, SCBA Training  

   Instructor: Rick Madsen, Huntley Fire Department 

This class is designed to build confidence and understanding for those individuals who have limited experience using Self 

Contained Breathing Apparatus.  The goals of this course are to return the student to their department with a focused 

understanding of their SCBA, its components, uses, limitations, and emergency procedures.  Along with the ability to 

survive in a hostile environment using their mind, body, and SCBA.  The majority of this class takes a hands-on format 

with students working with obscured vision. 

Full PPE and SCBA needed. 
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Breach It, Break It, Cut It  

   Instructors: Denny Cavanaugh, Captain, Rockford Fire Department (retired)  

  Doug Edwards, Loves Park Fire Department 

This class will re-develop your skills for tunneling to a victim.  With this intense hands on drills you will get the 

experience needed to perform basic RIT operations or start an operation for your TRT teams. 

Full PPE and SCBA needed. 

 

Liquid Fuel Fires  

   Instructor: Gary Baum, Deputy Chief, Fox River & Countryside Fire Rescue District  

A cognitive and hands on program to examine the properties of flammable liquids and compressed/ liquefied gases. The 

respective containers and potential emergencies will also be reviewed as it relates to response considerations. Fire and 

vapor suppression response will be discussed and then practiced with the use of water, foam, and dry agent application. 

Full PPE needed. 

 

Railroading 101  

   Instructor: Matthew Thompson, Union Pacific Railroad  

Hazardous materials are shipped in tank cars every day.  Responders need to understand valves and fittings along with 

design safety as an important part of initial size up.  This course is intended for responders who have contact or who are 

impacted by tank cars during a rail emergency, whether it is a derailment, grade crossing collision, or some other event 

where responders and railroad personnel could interface.  Law enforcement, EMS, emergency management, and 

shippers are potential participants that should attend this class. Operating in a railroad environment and case studies 

will be presented to illustrate essential aspects of working a rail incident.  You will leave with a better understanding of 

tank care and their valves and fittings found on non-pressure and pressure tank cars by name, function, and location on 

the tank car.  

 

Advance Extrication Procedures 

   Instructor: Scott Stephens, Kit Miner, and Josh Olmstead - Southern Kane Extrication Team 

Advanced Auto Extrication is an all hands on course utilizing hydraulic, pneumatic and hand tools. The focus is on 

advanced stabilization and tool use to free entrapped victims in simulated accident scenarios. 

Full PPE needed. 

 

Tools of All Sorts for Extrication  

   Instructor:  Lt Brian Fortune and Kurt Larson, Byron Fire Protection District 

Hands on class.  Students will be exposed to extrication techniques, vehicle  technologies, and tool usage. Scene size up, 

stabilization, glass management, patient  contact/removal, opening doors, roof removal techniques, fifth door, and dash 

lifts will be taught.  Vehicles on side and roofs will be used.  Squad company scenarios will be used.  Hand tools, air chisel

s and hydraulic tool will be utilized.  

Full PPE needed. 

 

Auto X 

   Instructors: Mike Huffman, Lieutenant, Harlem Roscoe Fire Protection District 

Bill Puckett, Deputy Chief, South Beloit Fire Department (retired) 

Life in the streets scenario based extrication training. 

Full PPE needed. 
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Riding in the Right Seat, Company Officers  

   Instructor: Randy Bankner, Deputy Chief, Batavia Fire Department  

Understanding what it means to be in the “Right Seat”. The impact the company officer has on the incident, personnel 

and the entire fire department. A very interactive class on the roles and responsibilities of the company officer, it 

doesn’t matter if you are with a fulltime, combination or volunteer fire department.  The class will also cover “Acting 

Officer” , what does “Acting Officer” mean to YOU and your fire department?  

Training Officer Bootcamp  

   Instructors: Illinois Society of Fire Instructors  

 

Failure to read the fire and the building  

   Instructors: Chief Rick Lasky, Louisville TX Fire Department (retired)  

Fighting fires in buildings has and always will be a dangerous task for firefighters, and fire departments all across North 

America train throughout the year so when the tones go off and they face that challenge they do so as efficiently and 

safely as possible.  Yet, when you look at the firefighter injury and death reports while operating at building fires and the 

contributing factors, one major factor that seems to be overshadowed was their failure to read the fire and building 

properly.  Not having a real and true understanding of how the fire is going to react to the building and how the building 

is going to react to the fire can often lead to disastrous results and firefighters are way too precious and specials to 

waste on bad decisions.  Join Chief Lasky as he reviews and discusses the steps necessary for a good “read” at your next 

building fire. 

 

Survivability Profiling  

   Instructor: Chris Hohol, Chief, Bellevue Fire Rescue (retired) 

The course will teach the participants about incident survivability factors, and patient survival potentials in a variety of 

situations. Students will learn the ten rules of engagement for structural firefighting and how they impact occupant 

survival. Students will review several case studies and receive an overview of studies from NIST, UL, LA County FD and 

the USDOT. The course is intended as an analysis of current trending in building and incident survivability profiling, size 

up methods and impacts of furnishings; and while all incidents are unique and must be judged on their merit; there are 

commonalities.  

 

Scene Management of Burns and Utilization of Helicopter  

   Instructors: OSF  

 

ITLS Access 

   Instructors:  Rock River EMS 

ITLS Access give EMS crews and first responders the training they need to reach, stabilize and extricate trapped patients. 

The course includes techniques for hybrid vehicles in addition to its primary focus on traditional vehicles.   

The eight-hour course is built around the concept of using hand tools commonly carried on an ambulance or first 

responder unit. 

PPE required (Gloves, Goggles, Helmet, Boots). 
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EMS First on Scene Scenarios  

   Instructors: Gary Banjac and Bob LaFurge 

The purpose of the course is to provide the EMT the skills, knowledge, ability and training by  establishing priorities for r

emoving persons from crashed vehicles.  The course emphasizes the  development of EMT skills in gaining safe access, fr

eeing and removing an injured or trapped individual  without causing further trauma. Specific objectives of the course ar

e to teach the rescuer roles and  responsibilities within the extrication process, to develop skills in analyzing the accident

 scene situation,  establishing command, scene safety, vehicle stabilization, gaining patient access, disentangling and  saf

ely removing the victim from the wreckage.  Basic rescue tool knowledge.  Develop awareness of  hazards that might be 

encountered.  Basic vehicle knowledge, recognizing new car technologies. 

 

Large Area Search  

   Instructors: Deputy Chief Tim Salo and Lt Tony Dinges, Byron Fire Protection District 

This class will teach participants techniques and procedures for searching  large buildings. Students will be instructed in 

proper tool selection, building size-up, and working as a company. Class will involve both classroom and hands on 

training. 

Full PPE and SCBA needed. 

 

Rural Water Supply  

   Instructor: Mike Dettman, Deputy Chief, Sterling Fire Department  

The Rural Water Supply class is designed to provide the student with a basic understanding of moving water in the rural 

areas of their community. Areas covered include use of LDH in the rural area, set of folding tanks for maximum benefit, 

use of jet siphons and relay operations for maximum flows. Also covered is how to get maximum delivery from a 

municipal water system when filling tenders. 

 

Grain Entrapment  

    Instructor: TBA 

 

Rural Farm Rescue, Combine Entrapment and Tractor Rollover  

   Instructor: TBA 

 

Intro to Water Rescue  

   Instructors: Brian McMillin, Lieutenant, Channahon Fire Protection District 

  Kurt Liebermann, Channahon Fire Protection District 

Intro to water operations is for all levels of first responders. We will cover basic and advanced rescue techniques, all 

equipment used and needed for water rescue, and much more! 

 

Fire Behavior and Flashover Simulator 

   Instructor: Nick Dinges, Sublette Fire Protection District 

Each year, firefighters are seriously injured or killed in the Line of Duty when confronted by deteriorating conditions, 

rapid fire growth and flashover.  This class will utilize Drager’s Swede Survival System in a safe, controlled environment 

helping firefighters recognize the key indicators of flashover to make risk-based decisions to avoid being caught in a 

flashover situation.  The goal of this class is to increase firefighter awareness of flashover techniques and safety. 

Full PPE and SCBA needed. 
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ICS 100 & 200 and NIMS 700 & 800 

   Instructors: Rock River EMS 

ICS 100, Introduction to the Incident Command System, introduces the Incident Command System (ICS) and provides the 

foundation for higher level ICS training. This course describes the history, features and principles, and organizational 

structure of the Incident Command System. It also explains the relationship between ICS and the National Incident 

Management System (NIMS). 

ICS 200 is designed to enable personnel to operate efficiently during an incident or event within the Incident Command 

System (ICS). ICS-200 provides training on and resources for personnel who are likely to assume a supervisory position within 

the ICS.  

This course introduces and overviews the National Incident Management System (NIMS). NIMS provides a consistent 

nationwide template to enable all government, private-sector, and nongovernmental organizations to work together during 

domestic incidents. 

The course introduces participants to the concepts and principles of the National Response Framework. 


